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Experience  

“ARID EDEN”  

with international award winning Namibian 

conservationist,  

 GARTH OWEN-SMITH.  

12 days and 12 nights 

Minimum participants 4** 

Maximum participants 9 

 

 

The Kaokoveld has become the most popular destination in Namibia for the more adventurous tourists. Apart from its 

spectacular scenery and big game, this is because there are no restrictions on leaving your vehicle or staying out after sunset, 

enabling visitors to really experience the atmosphere of this remote part of southern Africa. Your guide, Garth Owen-Smith 

has worked there for more than 30 years, and in the 1980s pioneered the active involvement of local communities in 

stopping the commercial poaching of rhino and elephant. He and his partner, Dr. Margie Jacobsohn also played a major role 

in developing Namibia’s world renowned communal conservancy program. For their work they have won three of the 

highest international conservation awards.  

The tour consists of twelve nights of high quality camping and staying in rustic lodges (including a comfortable B&B in 

Swakopmund), all in memorable settings. They are organized and run by Conservancy Safaris (“CS”), which is owned by five 

Kaokoveld conservancies whose 1800 members will receive all of the company’s profits.   

Departure dates are the first Sunday in July, August, November and December from Walvis Bay (direct flights from 

Johannesburg and Cape Town are available every day except Saturday).  
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ITINERARY 

Day 1: (Sunday)   

You will be met at Walvis Bay airport and transported to Swakopmund, nestled 

between the Namib Desert and the Atlantic Ocean, where you will meet your guide, 

Garth Owen-Smith. We spend an hour or two in this unique town that has retained 

much of its German colonial character, and then depart for Cape Cross, where the 

Portuguese mariner, Diago Cam erected a cross in 1484.  

Overnight: Cape Cross Lodge.  

Day 2: (Monday) 

After breakfast we will have a close up view of one of the largest Cape fur seal colonies in 

southern Africa, before continuing along the coast to the Skeleton Coast Park. We pass a 

huge lichen field, and if the weather is clear in the distance see the Brandberg, the core of 

an extinct volcano that towers 2 570 meters above sea level and is Namibia’s highest 

mountain. However, the coastline is often shrouded in fog, making this part of the trip an 

eerie experience and a reminder of what any ship-wrecked 

sailors who reached this desolate shore must have felt. Deep 

into the Skeleton Coast Park we reach the southern tip of the 

second largest dune field in Namibia, where the more 

energetic guests can climb a 70 meter high sand dune.  

We then head inland through the basalt ranges of the former Damaraland to 

Wereldsend, the base camp of the NGO, Integrated Rural Development and Nature 

Conservation (IRDNC), from where the now national community-based conservation 

program was piloted in the 1980s. Around the campfire Garth will tell you how actively 

involving the local people stopped the commercial poaching of rhino and elephant, and 

explain how Namibia’s communal conservancy program works. 

Overnight: Camping at Wereldsend. 

Day 3: (Tuesday) 

An early start with the Torra Conservancy game guards looking for black rhino 

- strong walking shoes are essential. Apart from an excellent chance of finding 

a rhino, we may also see elephant and possibly lion, as well as mountain 

zebra, kudu, gemsbok and springbok. The 

area also has the greatest density of the 

prehistoric cone bearing plant, Welwitchia 

mirabilis. After a late brunch we drive to 

Sesfontein where the German colonial 

government built a fort in 1902 – now turned into a tourist lodge. Here we will 

refuel the vehicles and ourselves at the fort before heading westward into the 

spectacular valley of the Hoanib River, home of the world renowned desert-living 

elephants.  

Overnight: Bush camping in the Hoanib valley. 
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Day 4: (Wednesday) 

The morning will be spent following the tree-lined course of the Hoanib finding elephants, 

and if we are very lucky, the elusive pride of lions that inhabits the valley and surrounding 

rugged mountain ranges. We will definitely see giraffe, gemsbok and springbok that, 

because no hunting takes place in the Hoanib are exceptionally tame. After lunch under one 

of the massive winter-thorn trees we head north to the 3568 square kilometer Puros 

Conservancy. This vast area, with a population of less 

than 300 Himba and Herero pastoralists is one of the five 

conservancies that own the company, and we will be 

joined  for dinner by a committee member to tell us how 

the community lives with dangerous big game and what 

benefits they get from their wildlife. Because elephants 

move freely through the area, including the campsite, caution should be 

exercised when walking around.  

Overnight: Camping at Puros Conservancy Campsite. 

 

Day 5: (Thursday) 

Based on what we have been told is happening in Puros at the time we will plan a 

day in the conservancy; sight-seeing in the magnificent valley of the Hoarusib 

River, game viewing and visiting the conservancy’s office, traditional Himba 

village and community school. Part of the day can also be spent just relaxing in 

the shade, reading or talking. 

Overnight:  Camping at Puros Conservancy campsite. 

 

Day 6: (Friday) 

After breakfast we continue on our journey north on the western route, via 

the Tolkien Valley and Ochams, a small spring in the desert, through 

Orupembe Conservancy to the Marienfluss. The scenery includes stark 

desert plains and distant mountain ranges, inhabited by gemsbok, 

springbok, ostrich and even some giraffe. On the request of the local 

people, black rhino have also been recently trans-located back into this 

area by the Ministry of Environment and 

Tourism. Passing the famous “Red Drum” 

we enter the Marienfluss valley, one of the most spectacular landscapes in 

southern Africa. At its northern end we reach the Kunene River that has carved 

its course through rugged ranges to form the border between Namibia and 

Angola. This will be a long day and we will have lunch somewhere along the way.     

Overnight: Camping on the banks of the Kunene River. 
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Day 7: (Saturday) 

We spend the morning exploring this remarkable river traversing the Namib 

Desert that until the 1970s supported elephants, black rhino and lions, which 

were shot out before Namibia’s independence. The temperatures can be very 

high in the lower Kunene valley, but swimming safe from crocodiles is usually 

possible in isolated pools in the river’s many rapids. Lunch will be under the 

trees along its banks, before going south to Etambura, a spectacularly 

situated lodge in Orupembe Conservancy. As this conservancy is also one of 

the owners of the company, and also a part owner of the lodge, we will again 

be joined at dinner by a committee member, or possibly the local headman, who will brief us on events in the area 

and give us a Himba perspective of conservation and any other topics that might come up. 

Overnight:  Etambura Camp 

Day 8: (Sunday) 

Once again the day will be planned according to what 

we have learned from our conservancy hosts. Options 

include visiting local women harvesting the aromatic 

resin from commiphora plants that is sold to an 

international perfume company for use as an essential 

oil, walking to where Himba herders are watering their 

livestock, visiting an abandoned marble mine, or just 

relaxing in this spectacular setting. If a ceremony is 

taking place nearby we might also be invited to attend an evening of Himba dancing – an 

unforgettable experience. 

Overnight: Etambura Camp  

Day 9: (Monday) 

We spend the day travelling through Sanitatas and Okonjombo 

conservancies, also part owners of the company. Our focus will be on 

how the Himba are living today and the challenges their traditional 

lifestyle and subsistence economy are facing from the modern world. 

In the afternoon we set up our camp next to a traditional onganda 

(homestead) and for the evening and morning have the opportunity to 

experience the domestic activities of semi-nomadic pastoralists, whose 

lives are very different from ours.  Because they are owners of the company, we will be regarded as guests and not 

tourists, and over a fire-cooked dinner can discuss any topic that interests you, as well as answer their questions 

about our way of life.  

Overnight:  Camping next to a Himba onganda   

Day 10: (Tuesday) 

When the early morning activities in the onganda are over we drive down the Khumib 

River, across the watershed past the imposing mountain, Karonda Namanga (that can’t 

be climbed with a spear), into the Hoarusib where it exits from the rugged escarpment 

ranges. After lunch under a large tree in the riverbed we continue via Puros to 
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Ganamub Mountain Camp. Although this is a long day the scenery of stark mountains 

and deep valleys is dramatic, and includes the Giribes plain with its still unexplained 

“fairy circles.” Thirty years ago there was virtually no wildlife here, but it is 

rebounding and we should see giraffe, mountain zebra, gemsbok, springbok and 

ostrich and possibly elephant in the Hoarusib River. 

Overnight: Camping at Ganamub Mountain Camp. 

Day 11: (Wednesday) 

Drive via Sesfontein and the Khowarib Schlucht (a spectacular 25km gorge 

through limestone mountains) and then up the Ombonde River to its junction 

with the Otjovasandu River in Ehi-rovipuka Conservancy. Although it is not one of 

the conservancies co-owning CS, Ehi-rovipuka borders on Etosha National Park 

and contains good populations of big game, bringing both benefits and costs to 

the local community.  

Overnight: Camping in the seasonal Ombonde riverbed. 

Day 12: (Thursday) 

Drive via the small towns of Kamanjab and Khorixas to Twyfelfontein, the largest pre-historic rock engraving site in 

southern Africa, or the Brandberg to see the famous “white lady” rock painting.  If we leave early we may be able 

to visit both.   We arrive in Swakopmund late afternoon/early evening and will take you to your bed and breakfast.  

Overnight:  Bed and breakfast in Swakopmund 

 

Note: 

1. Community based activities vary from trip to trip as these depend on the seasonal nature of conservation activities and on 

the events currently taking place in the host communities. 

2. Our itinerary remains flexible because of environmental, climatic and human factors. 

3. For those with time, we would recommend a scenic flight over Sossusvlei.  

 

RATES 

01 January 2011 to 31 December 2012 

RATE PER PERSON SHARING:   

Arid Eden: N$36 000 

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  N$2 685 

** The rate quoted above applies if there are 4 or more guests booked on the safari.  Should there be less than 4 a 

surcharge will apply. It is also possible to book a private safari - price on request. 

Rates are in NAD, are influenced by industry increases and may change without prior notice.  Our rates include 15% VAT. 
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Scheduled Departures: 

Departure dates are the first Sunday of July, August, November and December from Walvis Bay (direct flights from 

Johannesburg and Cape Town are available every day except Saturday) 

1 – 12 July 2012 

August 2012 (fully booked) 

4 – 15 November 2012 

2 – 13 December 2012 

 

INCLUDED 

Breakfasts, light lunches, snacks, dinners 

Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages 

Accommodation at Cape Cross Lodge 

Accommodation at Etambura Camp 

Accommodation in Swakopmund on Day 12  

 

EXCLUDED 

Flights to and from Namibia  

Transport/flights to and from Walvis Bay or Swakopmund at the 

start of the safari 

Transfer from Swakopmund to Walvis Bay Airport at the end of 

the safari 

All drinks and extras at lodges 

Accommodation prior to Day 1  

Breakfast on Day 1  

Dinner on Day 12 

 

 


